
CONGRATULATIONS TO CHAD KELLY:
THE FIRST MASTER CODE ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONAL OF 2020!

Chad serves as the Chief Building Official and Fire Marshal for the Town of 
Moncks Corner, South Carolina. Chad and his staff are responsible for all 
aspects of regulation and code enforcement including permitting, inspection, 
fire investigation, stormwater management, floodplain management, and 
providing planning and zoning assistance. Chad has worked at Moncks 
Corner for the last two and a half years and has been in fire service since 
1999.

Chad first developed an interest in code enforcement after taking NFPA 1 and 
NFPA 101 courses, which were prerequisites for his Fire Science degree. The 
thing that surprised Chad most about code enforcement is the camaraderie 

and esprit de corps in our profession. Everyone is willing to help with interpretations, forms, processes, information, 
etc… He has never seen a situation where code officials weren’t willing to help each other.

Chad finds it very rewarding when he hears people talk about how nice the town looks, especially areas that were 
previously in need of repair. One of the most challenging things for Chad is trying to administer and enforce codes in 
areas that are not HOA controlled or previously never had code enforcement. It can be difficult trying to convince 
people “the way we have always done it” doesn’t necessarily comply with code. Chad overcomes this challenge by 
using education as opposed to being punitive.

With several state certifications and 12 ICC certifications ranging from CBO to CFM, continuing education is obviously 
very important to Chad! He believes education is essential to being an effective public employee. If we don’t fully 
understand the code or its application, we can’t effectively educate the people we come into contact with every day. 
Chad learns something new in every class he takes. Even as an instructor, no matter how remedial or advanced the 
class, Chad always learns something new. Education is what helped Chad advance from being a tailboard firefighter 
to a code official. Chad’s philosophy is “don’t train to your current position, train to the next position and the one after 
that!”

As the newest MCEP in 2020, Chad found the requirements to be a fair and standard measure of the knowledge and 
experience required for this certification. For anyone thinking about becoming an MCEP, Chad says go for it! 



Becoming an MCEP is a huge milestone and a great goal to set. By setting this goal for himself, Chad feels it has 
helped him have a deeper understanding of the codes and allows him to better assist other departments when 
operating together during an emergency.

Chad wishes there was more recognition and emphasis placed on the importance of certification. Police, Fire and 
similar professionals are routinely recognized when education benchmarks are met, but the same isn’t necessarily 
true for code enforcement professionals. Chad also thinks it is important to introduce code enforcement career tracks 
to children at an early age.

Chad also works part-time for the South Carolina State Fire Office as an instructor for the ICC Fire Inspector I course 
and CEU programs. In addition to being a dedicated public servant, Chad is a great cook! When not at work, he 
enjoys finding new recipes and trying them out on friends and family.

Thank you Chad for your dedication, commitment and professionalism to code enforcement!

Bryan Wagner, CCEA, CCEO
AACE 2nd VP
City of Westerville, OH


